Annexure:
Activity Chart for Advocacy Campaign for Maternal Mortality Resolution at the
Human Rights Council 11 session 2-18 June, 2009 UN/Geneva

Target Identification Activity Responsibility
S.No | Audience
1 Call to action from We-Act
NGOs & UN NGOs working on Women Rights NGO’s working for the
Agencies & Reproductive Health Rights women rights as well as
reproductive health
rights.
Joint statement at the
end of the meeting
Press Release
2 Media Electronic Media: Engagement of Communication
Dawn TV, Geo TV, Hum TV, | Electronic and Print Department
Dunya , Express Media to highlight the
issue of an urgent
Print Media: Dawn, The News importance.
Daily Times, Nation
3 Parliamentarians | Women Caucus and active Country Representative,
Members of Parliament Lobbying with  the | WPF-P
prominent
Ms. Shehnaz Wazir Ali Parliamentarians to take | NATPOW
Special Advisor to PM on Social up the issue on urgent
Sector basis at Party and | We-Act
Parliament level
One to one meeting
with Parliamentarians
to take the issue.
Letters to relevant
Ministries
4 Ministries MOFA, MOPW, MOHR, MOH Advocacy at the | Country Representative,
ministerial level to take | WPF-P
1. Mr. Shah Mehmood Qureshi up the issue.
Federal Minister for Foreign Affairs NATPOW
2. Dr. Firdous Aashiq Awan Letter to Ministers for | We-Act
Federal Minister of Population urging Government to
Welfare Support Resolution on
Maternal Mortality and
3. Syed Mumtaz Alam Gillani Human  Rights on
Federal Minister for Human Rights | Priority Basis.
4. Mir Aijaz Hussain Jakhrani
Federal Minister for Health
5 Letter to Mr. Zamir Akram Appeal to take up the WPF & NGOs
Pakistans’ Ambassador to UN issue at the HRC
Permanent
mission to UN

HRC, Geneva




Official Letter Written by the Special Assistant_to the PM to the IZ():G MOFA of the
Government of Pakistan to endorse the Resolution at the UN HR

I - ; _ Government of Pakistan
F; Speecial Assistant 4o the Prime Minister on Social Sectgr
X Prime Minister’s Secretariat (Py Islic)
st
Special Assistant to the
Prime Minister
No.SAPMM-2009 Dated: 4™ June, 2009

Subject: il - avern 7]
mmml&tmmﬂmmw

Human Rights Council reaffirmed their commitment to addressing ‘matarnal mortality as a
human rights issue’ and called upon the UN Human Rights Council to take decisive action
o contribute to the axisting efforts to address maternal martality. This jeint statement
included countries from all regions as signatories, and represents ane of the largest jaint

government should contribute to the imtergovernmental efforts by supporting the Resslution
in the meeting of Human Rights Council scheduled in Geneva from June 2-1B, 2009 by
designating our permanent delegation at Geneva te participate in the meeting.

| would appreciate if | am kept informed on action taken on this matter,

(ot 1Y)

(SHAHNAZ WAZIR ALI)

Director General

United Mations,

Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Government of Pakistan,

@/g,
isiamabad ek
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Room No. 253-A, Prime Minister's Secretariat, lsbarmabad Tol: +92-51 “H208Z35-8005230 Fax: 308730
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Letters to Ministry Representatives for the endorsement

of Maternal Mortality Resolution

—
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May 26, 2009

Sved Mumtaz Alam Gillani

Federal Minister for Human Rights
Government of Pakistan

Islamabad

Maternal Monality and Human Rights on Priority Basis.

Dear Gillani Sahab,
Greetings from World Population Foundation, Pakistan!

A brief overview of the Resolution on Maternal Montality and Human Rights provides
that on March 16" 2009, 84 Govemnments in a joint statement delivered to the UN
Human Rights Council reaffirmed their commitment o addressing *maternal
mortality as a human rights issue’ and called upon the UN Human Rights Council to
take decisive sction to contribute to the existing efforts to address maternal mortality,
Ihis joint statement included countries from all regions as signatories, and represents
one of the largest joint intergovernmental statements delivered to the Council. Pakistan
has not vet endorsed the resofution though it is a member of the Human Rights Council

The 34 Governments called on the Council to take collective and concrete sction on
matermal mortality during its last session. The statement follows from the first debate
that the Council held on this topic in June 2008:

= The statement includes a reaffirmation that maternal mortality is a human

rights issue and that the mognitude of the problem calls for the renewal of

palitical will to address it

*  The 84 Governments call on the Council to take collective and concrete action
on matemal mortality during its session from June 2- 18, 2000 in Geneva,

* The idea is that this resolution would be the continuation of the process that
starled with the 2008 panel on matemal mortality and that would lay the
ground for further work of the Council and its mechanisms on this issue,

The resolution establishes poverty as a contributing factor in many deaths and,
sccordingly, recognizes the need for partnerships on maternal health through
development  programmes, dialogues, international cooperation and  technical
assistance. Al the same time, it also recognizes the need for all States to respect their
human rights ohligations
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As a start, the Human Rights Council has been urged to contribute 10 existing efforts
T

I Identifying the human rights dimensions of preventable maternal mortality and
morbidity;

2. Reviewing and considering information on discrimination in the provision of
and access to healthcare for women and discrimination against women in
respect of their right 10 decide freely and responsibly on the number and
spacing of their children.

3. Talking about the human rights implications of maternal martality and
marbidity in the universal periodic review and in treaty body dialogues,
including the exchange of programmes and policies that have successtully
reversed the rend of maternal deaths and injuries.

4. Requesting States to include women in decision-making about maternal health,
including decisions on the design of local healih care mechanisms, and to
recognize women's right 1o skilled professional care before, during and afier
pregrancy and childbirth.

With this prologue, 1 take this opportunity 1o bring to your attention that Pakistan has
an alarmingly high Maternal Mortality Rate {276 maternal deaths per |00, 000 births)
and it is estimated that every 30 minutes one Pakistani woman loses: her life due to
reproductive health complications! Most of these deaths are preventable. The failure to
prevent them is an impediment to the universal realization of human rights, and could
constitule a violation of human rights, including women's right to health, life,
education, dignity, access 1o information and appropriate healthcare,

Government of Pakistan can contribute to existing efforts by supporting the Resolution
in the next meeting of Human Rights Council 1o be held in Geneva from June 2-18,
2009, M 10 Ly, it is requested that Pakistan' G4 ; tati

United Mations dvised 1 li ion" 0 ensure
Pakistan's active commitment (o this cause at the global level!

Please do contact us for any further details on the subject and share with us any
progress in the matler.

Country Representative for Pakistan



June 16, 2004

Syed Mumitaz Alam Gillani
Federal Minster for Human Rights
Ciovermment of Pakistan

[slamalad

Subject: UN Human Rights Council - Urping Governm orl Resolution
on Maternal Mortality ighits

Dear Giillani Sahab,

Greetings from World Population Foundation. Pakistan!

This 15 in reference fo our previous letter dated 26th May, 2009 regurding the
“Resolution on Maternal Mortality and Homan Rights' at the United Nations'
Human Rights Council and to URGENTLY request your support Tor this resolution as
Pakistan has nod vet endorsed the resolution though it is a member of the Human Rights
Caouncil.

Ihe dealt resolution uiled as “Prevestable mateenal moctality and morbidity and
human rights™ was tabled Friclay 12th June, 2000, The resolution will be acted upon
this Thursday 18th June, 2009, This would be the first resolution on this issue a0 the
Human Rights Coungil, Resolution ascknowledges that matemal mortality is a human
rights issue and the importance ol intemational cooperation and assistance and that this
i5 also a health and development issue. 1t requests the OHCHR 1o prepare a study on
preventable maternal mortality and morbidity and human righes that would suggest 1o
the Council what actions it can lake 1o contribute 10 these existing effons 10 combat
maternal deaths

With this premmble, | take this opportunity 1o bring 10 your attention thet Pakistan has
an alarmingly high Maternal Mortality Rate (276 maternal deaths per 100, 00D births)
and ot 15 estmated that every 30 minuies one Pakistani woman loses her life due 10
reproductive health complications! Mast of these deaths are preventable.

By supporting this resolution Pakistan will reiterate its International and oational
commitments for the Women rights, Moreover, supporting the resolution will not anly
help Pakistan 1o achicve Millennivm  Development Goal (MDG) 5 (on Maternal
Mortality) but will complement two other MDGs including Goal 3 (on Gender
Equality) and Cioal 4 (Child Health), It is therefore requested that Pakistan’s permancnt
representative 1o the United Navons be advised 1o endorse "Maternal Mortality
Resolution” o ensore Pakistan's active commitment tothis cause al the global level!

Please do contact us for any [urther details on the subject and we will appreciaie
Giovernment of Pakisian's positive response lowards the promotion of enabling
environment For the Women Rights.

Wanp regards, -

£ -

Quadcer Baig
Country Represemtative Tor Pakistan
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My 23, 2008

M, Shahnae Wazir Ali

Special Advisor 1o the Prime Minister
Coovernment of Paklistan

IsLamabanl

Subject: UN Human Rights Coungil - Urging Goverments 1o Supperl Besolution on
Maternal Mortality and Himan Rights on Priorily Basis, Wariad
Fopulabion

Diear Shahnas

Foamidatien

Corectings from World Population Foundation, Pakistan!

hrasr SN M1
Owr telephome conversation was indeed encouraging amd it was heanening o see re fon TE, - Ty
political will on your part o take up the ssue of maemnal monality ar the highes srmiaha, P at i
govermmemal level to initiate positive change in thie status of women.

A briet overview of the Resolutien on Material Mortality and 1 luman Rights provides
that on March 16" 2000, $4 Govermments in a joint statement delivered to the UN
Human Rights Counetl reaflitmed  their commitment o addressing *maternal sl wpleamalpsh i
mortalilty as a human rights ssue’ and called apon the U™ Hisnan Bighs Council 1o e itk
take decisive action o contnbuate w the existing effors o address maternal mortaliey,

IMis joint statement included countrics from all regions as signatories. and represenis

ome of the krgest joint intergovernmental statements delivened 1o the Council. Pakistan

The B4 Governments called on the Council 10 1ake colleetive and corcrete action on
maternal mortality during its last session. The stmement follows Trom the Fust debate
it 1l Council Bedd on this wopic in June 2008

o The statement inclodes a reaflirmation that maternal monality s a buman
rights issue and that the magnitode of the prablem colls for the renewal of
polinical will ioe mcldress

* The 84 Governments call on ihe Council 1o ke eollective and conrcle action
an meaternal mortality during its session from June 2- 18, 2004 in Geneva.

o The wdea s that thes resslubion would be the comtimmtion of the process thal
started with the 2008 pancl on matemal mortality and that would |ay the
ground for further worle of the Council and its mechanisms on his issue.

The esolution establishes poverty as a contributing factor in many deaths and,
accordingly, recognizes the need for parmerships on maternal heabth through
development  programmes,  dinlogues,  mlemitional  cooperation  and  technical
assmianee, AL the same time, it also recognizes the need for all States 1o respeel their
human rights obhgations




As a start, the Human Rights Council has been urged to contribute to existing efforts
by:

I. Identifying the human rights dimensions of preventable maternal morality and
morbidity;

2. Reviewing and considering information on discrimination in the provision of
and access to healthcare for women and discrimination against women in
respect of their right to decide freely and responsibly on the number and
spacing of their children,

3. Talking about the human rights implications of maternal mortality and
morbidity in the universal periodic review and in treaty body dialogues,
including the exchange of programmes and policies that have successfully
reversed the trend of maternal deaths and injuries.

4. Requesting States to include women in decision-making about maternal health,
including decisions on the design of local health care mechanisms, and 1o
recognize women’s right to skilled professional care before, during and after
pregnancy and childbirth.

With this prologue, | take this opportunity to bring to your attention that Pakistan has
an alarmingly high Maternal Mortality Rate (276 maternal deaths per 100, 000 births)
and it is estimated that every 30 minutes one Pakistani woman loses her life due 1o
reproductive health complications! Most of these deaths are preventable. The failure 10
prevent them is an impediment to the universal realization of human rights, and could
constitute a violation of human rights, including women's right to health, life,
education, dignity, access to information and appropriate healthcare,

Government of Pakistan can contribute to existing efforts by supporting the Resolution
in the next meeting of Human Rights Council to be held in Geneva from June 2-1 8,
2009, 1 im ly. itisr sted that Pakistan's permanent representative to the
United Nati advis »_endorse ‘Maternal Mortality Resolution® to ensure
Pakistan's active commitment to this cause at the global level!

Please do contact us for any further details on the subject and share with us any
progress in the matter.

Wa gards, s
/ Iii S
I :
LS.

Qageér Baig
Country Representative for Pakistan



Updates to the Civil Society for the endorsement of
Maternal Mortality Resolution

June 0%, 2009

Subject: 1N Thman Bights Conncil - Ulrging Governments to Support Resolution on
Melaternal Morgaluy

Dear Colleague!

{ 'rh:'v:'llngﬁ fresem World 1":||.'|u|f|l1-:|-r1 I'.ﬁur!fl..'ll:l::-l'r, |’:‘Lki.=~1:1r!|.r

W are currently enpaged inoan advocacy cffort, urging the Government of Pakistan o
:u'u:[:ﬂ Sarernal Moa .|'|JI:|' s haman JJr__I||LI.- Lav (:Il‘.ll.ll.":‘l.l'ag ehie Matesin E\-ll.lﬂ:l“l.r Resolution
at the UM Human Righs Conneil Wl

A bref oversiew of the Besolunon on Mavernal Mortalay and Homan Baghls prosades thag Pesalstion
an March 16 2009, 84 Croverniments i a joint sratement delivered to che 178 Homan Rights  Powndetion
Conmold reallmned ther compurment o addressing ‘maternal moctality as 2 human
rights iasue’ and called opon the UR Fluman Rights Counal 0 take decisive action ro
centribute to the exizing efforss o address maternal mortalioe, Thes joint statement included
countries  From all repions as signatones, and  represents one  of the largest pomnt
‘i]I|t'f‘r’ln".-'l.'hllr:li"rt[.-ll stternents deliversd o the Counetl. f:um-r:l]}, the Resoluliom iz |‘:-r||‘:|rr
||L'!.:!|E|lllilF_I:L| ot the I]l'.ll}_;'llu ol the RO BSOS ol the LS 1 Iumsan 1{]5‘_'1!_‘ Counctl Trowall
be talled an 13 June, 2009 and adoptesd/ veted upon o 18 June, 2000, I

Pakistan has not ver endorsed the resolunon thoush s s menle ot the Dleman Raghis  Tac cs0mm 210
Comnail and features an alammingly high Maternal Mostalicy Rate (BDG monitor shows the
renernal mertality fGpare of Pakistn at 320 macernad deadis pee TOOD0G el

A= pars of its nn g-:sin_u effort:, Wirdd |"<J[:|l.:|:|9.|ir:-rs Foundation, Pakizian has .-<|'u:s'|:4'n rry s,

shiovam

Shehinas Whawir .-'l.|;_ :‘:E'Il":l"'l:ll Mdvisor to the P'ome Minster on Social See Take, whies i

sllppress o vatse the waoe an the higlhee fevel,

Further, MNational Troust for Populanoen WelGare (NATPORET as 2 partner of aur Sale
Metherlyeodd Cannnpang i lyas dseussed the msue sl De Fiedous .:"I.'ﬁ'hl.:lil.l Sewean, Minester dog
T"-:rE'n,||-:|r1'r|n “-}‘”:Lr‘g-. q]u_' hats 1:;'::11 fr'll,'r]1l_'r1'l1'li.lli,ll i|'|:l-:|lul the matter and has written a |t:||r:r 114
Lesth the Banisece GF Porebon Afaies and homan Rishis oo ke the easse foraard

Crwing o contmuous advocacy efform, Pakistan ook the floor e sapeak ar the UM Fluman
Raprhis Counal Whibe the Pakistand delepation i Geneva mamtaned maternal mortabiy was
primarily a health and a development issue, however, they shamined from rejecting it as a
bumaan dphits esoe altogether, They peserved ther positions on specilic 1

st for anstructons oo Pederal Oovermment i Leluoa el

praphs and aee

WAth very little dime remaining, i is impeeacive that media orpanieations join hands 1o move
abead wiath concenteated effoots o cosure that Pakistan Ogores amonp the countaes tue
endorse marcrnal mortaliey as a human rights dzsue once the resolution i pot foreeard for
oo,

i~
':,;".Ii.ll.'ﬂ'l:/ﬂ_!ﬂ

Clowantry arescriaive for WIH




Dtz 10 June, 20009
Subject: Maternal Mortality and Hluman Rights Resolution Up-date
Dear Colleague!

Cirectings from World Population Foundation, Pakistan!

WEE, Pakistan is curmently engaged in an advoeacy elTor, urging the Government ol Pakistan

ter aceept Muternal Mortality us n human tights by endersing the Maternal  Maorality
Fesoliion at the DN Human Bights Cooneil

A brel overview al the Resolution en Matemal Moralioe amd Homan Rights provides that o
March 16 2009, B4 Govermments in & joint statemen) delivered 1o the UN Human Righps"oelasos
Courkil reaffirmed iheir commitment to addressing ‘miaternal mortality as 1 human rightsFeondation
issue” and colled upon the U™ Human Rights Couneil to take decisive action to contribute 1o
e existing efforts w0 address maternal mortality. Currently, the Kesolution s being,
negotiated on the margins of the on-going session of the UM Human Rights Council, It will

b tabed on 13 June, 2009 and adoptedsoted upon on 18 June, 2009,

As it of s on-going ¢lTorts, WPE, Pakistan has contacted Special Advisor te the Prime
Mingster on Social Sector, Minister for Population Welfare, Ministries of Foreign Aais and |
Human Rights as well as UNFPA 1o raise the ssue ol the higher lovel.

However, despite our on-going efforts, our sources from Geneva hove communicated that L
Pukistan has shown itselt to be a regressive participant sceking to climinate most relerenoes Los ol
D righos within the dealt reselution thus wndermining it value considerably.

In the test of e mozl reeent version of the Tesolution (copy attached ). Pakistan proposes 1o
eliminate references o human rights in PP4 and OF3 and 1o delete OP2 Quite worrvingly
they have also reserved their position on OFD and OFF, Together these paragraphs sepresent
the o theost of the resolution - that Maternal Mortality is a human rights issue, that it
should be trested s such and the Muman Rights Couwncil has a role 1 play in ensocing that the
[Tuman Rights dimension is there in imternationsl approaches to Maternal Morality,

With very hittle time remaining before the Resoluton s pet forwand for adoption, i is
inperative that media joios hands with the civil sociely ereaniations 10 move shead with
coneentraled efforts 1o ensure that Pakistan figures among the comntries that endorse matermal
mowlility as 2 human rights tssue on T June, 2009,

We therefore regquest you (o rabse this issuce of national impartance through editoriaks,
articles, feature storics, news reports e, and play the role of a catalys in propeliing (he
Government of honouring its responsibility. Beeause when it's about saving lives, overy
effort counts!

(Jadecr Haig
Coutflry Bepresentative lor Pakistan




Pakistan Resists Efforts to Establish Maternal Mortality as a
Human Rights Issue

World Population Feundation (WPF), Pakistan as part ol s effors for the Sa
Mothechood campaign has appealed o the Government 10 endorse the Matema
Mortality and Human Rights resolution al the ongoing session ol the United
Mations Human Rights Council. The resolution has so far been co-sponsored by
40 countries including Turkey and Sei Lanka and will be put Torth for final
adaoption on June 18, 2009,

Warld

Popriutatl oa

Pakistan’s attitude towards this Resolution appears rather mind  boggling,
especially in view ol its alarmingly high Maternal Mortality Rate (276 materna] 580
deaths per 100, 000 births), Moreover, supporting the resolulion will not only help
Pakistan 1o achieve Millennium Development Goal (MDGY 5 (on Maternal "oes b=
Mortality} but will complement two ather MDGs including Goal 3 (on Gender e e
Equality) and Goal 4 {Child Health). el

However, despite on-going efforts, sources from Geneva have communicated that

Pakistn has shown isell’ W be a regressive participant seeking to eliminate most | . i
references 10 human rights within the draft resolution. Previously, Pakistan had | fvplnak
proposed to eliminate references 1o buman rights and had alse reserved FiaH
its position on certain paragraphs that represented the main theust of the resolution

« that Maternal Mortality is & human rights issue and should be treated as such.

Marcover, the Human Rights Council has a role 10 play in ensuring that the

Human Rights dimension is there in intemational approaches i Maternal

Muortality,

[n o more recent disturbing development, Pakistan fipures among the [rontline
nations {Egypl and Indenesia being the other two) that have threatened 1o make
'cunclldlm:ll[&_ w the current draft of the Eesolution — either writlen ones or oral —
once il is presented 1o the plepary on Thursday. Tt is feared that these
amendments will weaken the resolution and will not look good for a resolution
that introduces a new topic inlo the Council s work,

With very lirtle time remaining before the Resolution is put forward for adaption,
WPF. Pakistan and Civil Society Organizations appeal to the Government 1o
come {orward and contribute 1o the existing efforts by endorsing the resolution on
18 Juene 2000,




Civil Society Prevails: Pakistan Approves the Maternal Mortality
and Human Rights Resalution

Phe United Nations Human Rights Council at Geneva during its cleventh regul
session adopted a landmark resolution on *Preventahle maternal mortality an
morhidity and human rights’ without using the voting oplion spelling our a
colossal achievemnent. In this resolution, governments express grave concern over
the unacceptably high rates ol maternal mortality and morbidity, acknowledge
that this is 2 human rights issue and commit 1o enhance their efTorts at the national
and intemational level to protect the lives of women and girls worldwide, Over 70
UN member states co-sponsored this resolution, led by Colombia and New "
Lealand.

World

Far the lust one month, World Population Foundation (WPF), Pakistan as parts g Houe Ko 281

its Sale Motherhood Campaign had been engaged in an advocacy effort to have Seetfe1d 100
Pakistan endorse the resolution. While the indtial response was [ukewarm with oo
sources in Geneva quoting Pakistan as a regressive participant in the discussions,

it is heartening to know that e efforts made by civil socicty have fnally w0000 153
prevailed. Not only did Pakistan eventually supported the resolution but alsn e 40 051 221 003
plaved an instrumental role in building consensus s the coordinator for member TR S S S

countrics of Organization of Islamic Conference (010),

Following suite, other develaping countries such as Fgvpl and Chile took the
fowr te highlight the significance of the resolution and recognise malernal health
as a lundamental human right,

While the endorsement of the resolution is a milestone achievement, it also means
that the collective responsibilities of the Government and civil soviely have
increased manifold. They must now deliver to ensure that (he spirit ol the
resolution is translated imto concrete avtion. Warld Population Foundation,
Pakistan expressed its commitment o continue its efforls for the cause of Safe
Mothethood and realize the dream of a Pakistan where every pregnancy would
soon be planned and sale,




Letter of Appreciation from the Civil Society

Nabila Malick
Rahnuma FPAP
Pakistan 2 July 2009

Dear Nabila ,

| write to offer both my warmest congratulations and sincere thanks for the important
work carried out by the Rahnuma FPAP around the recent Maternal Mortality and
Morbidity Resolution at the Human Rights Council in Geneva.

As you will be aware, the work of the Member Association, along with that of other
NGOs, was instrumental in the accession of this resolution. The advocacy of
Ministries, Parliamentarians and sections of the media combined to exert the
necessary pressure on the delegates of Pakistan at the Human Rights Council for
them to reverse their initial objections, and allow this important resolution to proceed.

This is not only a powerful example of how national level advocacy can have such a
positive impact at the global level, but also demonstrates the considerable advocacy
capacity of Rahnuma FPAP. | would be delighted if you could pass on my warmest
thanks and congratulations to all involved.

With best wishes and warm regards.

Yours sincerely,
‘-"-'-'-.--_-'-_-"-___

Dr Gill Greer,
Director-General, IPPF



Media Campaign on Maternal Mortality Resolution

DAWN Tuesday, June 2, 2009.

DAWN Islamabad, TUESDAY, JUNE 2, 2009

Govt hedging on maternal mortality as |

By Nosheen Abbas

“EHE'S desd, shes gone forever
and sa is my sibling, a younger beoth-
er or sister, someone I'll never know
now .., hecanse lht"_‘.’ AN mona ... my
mather is gone forever,” This is the ex-
perience the children of cvar S00,000
Pakistani mothers undergo every yesn

The maternal mortality rate in
Pakistan has reached o frightening
high rare.

Maternal Mortality Rate (MMRE]} is
the number of maternal deaths per
LODG live births, In Pakistan MME ane
276 merernal deaths per 100,040
births. These ave just numbers 1o s,
but what women and their families ex-
perience through the sorry dearhs of
thousands of women due o negli-

gence, that all stakeholders are re-
Epljlrmibhe fnr, st pi_\:.'sib]y h&' ax-
pressed through digis.

Om 16th March, this year, 85 govern-
ments in a joint statement, delivered
te the UN Human Rights Council
(UNHRC), reaffirmed commitment to
addressing maternal mortality as a hu-
man rights issue and thar the magni-
tude of the problem calls for the re-
newal of ]:ll!iliq!:l] will 0 :::l-dmss 'i1.
However, Pakistan was not one of the
signatories to this docoment, because
the government refuses to recognize
the death of Pakistant mothers, as a re-
sult of medical negligence and lack of
awarenass, a basic human rights issue.

This alarming attitude of the goy-

ernment has moved the civil socety
into action. Civil sociery organisations
held a discussion at the World
Population Foundation-Fakistan
Office in Islamabad on the upcoming
resolution on maternal mortality in
the ¢coming UN Human Rights Council
session scheduled for June 2-18, 2000
in Geneva:

The 85 governments are calling on
the UNHRC go take collective and
conerete action on maternal mortali-
ty durlng irs session in June and par-
tcipants from various national amd
international NGOs have urged the
Palkistan Government to sign the up-
coming resolution on maternal mor-
tality. As the date for the UN session

is nearing many are waorried and con.
cerned about the apathy of the gov-
ernment, including Yvonne Boggarts
Head of Advocacy [Department
{WPF) who wrote in an email to Dr
Dadeer Baig, Country
Representative, WP that Pakistan is
on the list of countries needing spe-
cial attention to get them onboasd for
this resolution at the Council on rec-
agnizing maternal mortality as a ba-
sic human right issue.

The importance of supporting this
reselution would lead ro the continua-
tion of a process that would lay the
graund for further work of the Council
and its mechanisms on this issoe, and
would be the first of its kind ar the




The News International Tuesday, June 4, 2009.

The News Inturnational. Thursday, June 4, JI:H:I;';?

era

Evéry'30 minut

es, a

mother dies in Pakistan

Pakistan fails to recognise maternal mortality as HR issue

Myra Imran

Islamabad

Despite having an alarmingly high
maternal mortality rate, Pakistan
hias not yet endorsed the resolu-
tion presented al the 1N Human
Rights Council three months ago
in which &4 countries reaffirmed
their commitment. to address it as
a human rigits issue.

It is estimated that every 30
minutes, one Pakistani woman
lozes her life due Lo reproductive
health complications that leads to
270 maternal deaths per 100,000
hirths. Most of these deaths are
preventable,

Civil society activists believe
that the failure to prevent these
deaths is an impediment to the
universal realisation of human

 Tights, amil s 8y viglation of
women's rights to, bealth, eduea-
ton, dignity, secess to informeation
and appropriate healthcare,

On March 16 this year, around
84 governments in & joint state-
ment delivered 1o the TN Human
Rights Council (HRC) reaffirmed
their commitment to address the
issue of maternal mortality as hu-

man rights issue and called upoen
the Couneil to take decisive acton
in this regard. This joint stabement
included countries from all re-
gions as signatories and repre-
sents one of the largest joint inter-
governmental statements deliv-
ered to the Council, and though
an HRC member, Pakistan has not
vl endorsed the resalution.

In the joint statement, the sig-
natories called on the Couneil to
take collective and concrete ac-
tion on maternal mortality, The
statement that follows from the
first debate that HRC held on this
Lopie in June 2008 says that the
magmnitide of the prohlem calls Tor
the renewal of political will to ad-
dress i, The resolution establishes
poverty as a contributing factor in
miny deaths and, accordingly
regoEnises the need for, pagner-
ships on maternal health throngh
development progreammes, dia-
logmies, international conperation
and technical Assistance, At the
same time, it also recognises the
need for all states to respect. their
human rights obligations.

T start with, the Couneil has
been urged to contribute to exist-

ing efforts by identifving the hu-
man rights dimensions of pre-
ventable maternal mortality and
morhidity, and reviewing informa-
ticn on discrimination in the pro-
vislon of and access to healthcare
for women and their right to de-
cide freely and responsibly on the
number and spacing of their chil-
e,

The stalement also requests
HEC to include women in deci-
sion-making . about  maternal
health, including decigions on the
design of local healthcare mecha-
nisms, and Fecognise women's
right to skilled professional care
before, during and after preg-
taney and childbirth, It also calls
for mentioning the human rights
implications of maternal mortality
and morbidity in the universal pe-
riodie review and in treaty body,
dialogues; including the rechange
of programmes and policies that
have snccessfilly reversed the
trend of maternal deaths and in-
Juries.

Talking to ‘The News', officials
of Ministry of Population Welfare
saidl the ninistry is already lobhy-
ing with the Ministries of Foreign

Affairs and Human Rights to en-
darse the resolution in the ongo-
Iing session of HRC that started on
June 2 (Tuesday) and would con-
tinne till June 18,

Chief Executive Officer Na-

tional Trust of Population Welfare
(NATPOW) [ftikhar Durrani said
that Minigter for Population Wel-
fiare Firdous Ashig Awan has taken
up the issue with both the min-
istries, urging them to play their
role in endorsing the statement.
“Bhe has found no reason for not
endorsing thie resolution on the is-
sue, a8 there is a need Lo deal with
maternal mortality on emeegency
grounds in Pakistan,” he said
adding that endorsing the resolu-
tion would also reflect Pakdstan’s
active commitment to this canse
at global level,
o dftikhar said maternal mortal-
ity:is already high on the govern-
ment s agends but endorsing the
resalution would Iead to the corm-
mitment of more resources to-
wards this canse and would moli-
vate international donors to con-
tribite towards eontrolling this
MEnace,
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DAWN Islamabad, FRIDAY, JUNE 5, 2009 |

EIGHTY-FOUR governmoents
in & joint statement delivered to
the UN Human Rights Council
on March 16 reaffirmed thebr
commitment to addressing “ma-
termal mortality as a human
rights issue’ and called upon the
UN Human Rights Cowncil to
take declsive action to contrib-
ute to the existing efforrs to ad-
dress maternal mortality,

This joint statement inchuded
countries from all regions as sig-
natories and represents one of
the largest joint intergovern-
mental statements delivered o
the Council,

The 84 governmenss called
on the Council o take collec-
tive and concrete nction on ma-
ternal mortality during irs last
session. The statement follows
from the st debate thar the

Maternal Mortality Resolution

Council held on this wopic in
June 2008;

—The statement includes a
reaffirmation that maternal
mortality is & homan rights is
sue and thar the magnitude of
the problem calls for the re-
newal of political will to ad-
dress it

—The 84 governments call on
the Council o take collective
and concrete action on maternal
mortality during its session
from June 2-18, 2009 in Geneva.

—The idea is that this resolu-
tion would be the conrinuation
of the process that started with
the 2008 panel on maternal mor-
tality and thar would lay the
ground for further work of the
Council and its mechanisms on
rhis fssue.

The resolution esiablishes

POvErty as a contribunng factor
in many deaths and, sccording.
Iy, recognises the need for part-
nerships on maternal health
through development pro-
grammes, dialogues, interna-
tional cooperation and technical
ussistance, At the sme time it
also recognizes the need for all
states 10 respect their human
rights obligations,

Tt is then a sad reality thar the
Government of Pakistan has not
yet endorsed the resolurion
though it i= & member of the
Human Rights Coundl More-
over, the isme of maternal mor-
tality 'is most melevant to
Pakistan

Pakistan has an slarmingly
high miternal mortality rate
and it is estimated that every 30
minutes one Pakistanl woman

loses: her life due to reproduc
tive health complications!
Further, supporting the resalu.
tion will not only help Pakistan
rir mchigve MDG 5 (on maternal
miortalityy but will complement
twoother MDGs, including Goal
3 {on gender equality) and Goal
4 (child health).

The MG monitor shows the
maternal mortality figore of
Pakistan ar 320 maternal deaths
per 100,000 bicths, reflecting
thur with only six years to mest
onr global pledge, o Tot of work
needs to be done.

Most of these dearhs are pre-
ventuhla, The failure (o provenr
them it an impediment o the
universal realisation of human
rights, and could constitute o vi-
olation of human rights, inclad-
ing women's right to health, life,

education, dignity, access to in-
formadon and appropriare
liealthesre.

It is then only logical thar the
government of Pakdstan contrib-
ute the to existing efforts by
supporting the resolution ar the
next meeting of Human Rights
Council 10 be held in Geneva,
the ‘szession of which com-
menced on June 2 and will go on
till June 18 2009,

Muost ‘importantly, Pakistans
PErMANENT representative 1o
the United Nations should be
advizad 0 endorse Maternal
Mortality Resoludon® to ensure
Pakistans active enmmitment to
this cause ar the global level!

It isimporiant that every cit-
2izp plays Bis or her part in sup-
porting this cause — by writing
in its favour, advocarng it

thromgh their organisation or

Assistant Programme Officer,
Communication,

Warld Population Foundartion
Tshirmabad
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WPF asks Pakistan
to support draft on
- maternal mortality
© Our comespondent
 ISLAMABAD: World Population |
 Foundation,

Pakistan chapter
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::d'mn itself to be a
* participant seeking to eliminate
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WPF said that this approach |
will undermine the value of the |
draft resolution, which was

| tabled last Fﬂuny at Human

, Wwﬂmﬂh
co-sponsors. The
will hopefully umm-
morow (Thursday).
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" served in a statement that m—
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coun 058 porspec-
ﬂmlmlma:l being resistant to |
mu It as an issue
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preventable matemal mortality |
- and morbidity and human rights

that would identify the ele-
~ments of matemal mortality.

lamahad and Lahore

THE TRUTH, AND NOTHING BUT

Thursday, June 18, 2009 Jamadi-ul-Sani 24, 1430

UN to take

up maternal
mortality

PRess RELEASE -

LAHORE: The Maternal |

Mortality and Morbidity and
Human Rights Resolution will
be tabled in Geneva, UNQ on
Thursday (today) while Pak-
istan has reportedly threatened
to make amendments to the
resolution.

te: www.thepos

The Rahnuma Family Plan-
ning Ascociation of Pakistan
(FPAP) along with other
prominent NGOs working in
the area has strongly advocat-
ed the government to support
the resolution as it is. Director
Rahnuma FPAP in an inter-
view with The Post said that
the hill will prove ineffective in
dealing with the issue. Pakistan
should have been most sensi-
tive towards the issue because
every 20 minutes a women dies
in child birth related compli-
cations in this country, which
is one of the highest rate in the
woarld,

The failure to support the
resolution as it 15 reflects a lack
of commitment to women's
human rights and the lack of
political will to finding new
solutions to an issue which is
complex and should be tackled
from many perspectives, The
failure to support the text as
tabled also reflects that we do
not believe that women and
adolescent girls have a right to
survive pregnancy and child-
birth.

The resolution is important
because it recognizes that
maternal mortality and mor-
bidity engages a series of
human rights of women and
girls, not just the right to
health.

It seeks to ensure that sub-
ject 1s not just seen from a
health and development angle
but also from a human rights
parspective.
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Maternal mortality

Pakistan objects to
UN resolution

By (ur Reporter

LAHORE, June 17: Pakistan is
ot endorsing 8 UN resolution
thit recognises maternal mortal-
iry & hitmivn tighes issne despite a
Figh mte of birth melated deaths
amang pidghérs in the coumiry,
Rahnuma  Family  Planning
Assaciation of Pakdstan Director
Nabila  Zar Malick said on
Wipdnestdy.

“Thifs ear, 84 countrigs pre-
senred.  a- “Prevention of
Saternal  Mortality  and
Morhidity and Human Righrs'
resalution o the UM Human
Righes Council pecogniging ma=
ternal mortality against human
rights, however Palkiszan has
ver to reaffinm its stance, she
s

“Pakisran should have been
the digsr sensitive towands the -
sue heciuse the maternal mor-
aligy pare (VMOMER in this conntry

i one of the highest in the
world,” she saidld.

“Flpures suggest every 20 mi-
putes a woman dies in child birth
related  complicatlons,  Our
(Pakisiani) defegates are threat-
ening o make amendments once
the resolurion is presented to the
plesary on Thursday (today) in
Lieneva,

These amendmeits-will {n e
sence seak th de-link women'
rights from. maternal mortality
and morbidity issue” Ms Malick
said, adding that Ln:arnnhunul
experts apprehended that such
amendments could weaken the
resalution eveatually making i |
difficult to achieve the desred
ohjective.

She said endorsing the resolu-
Hon would mean that Pakistan
recognised marernal mortalicy a
human rights issue, =
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The News lnvermuational, Friduy, Juse 18, 20050

* Pakistan sanctions
maternal mortality:as

human rights

Our correspondent
islamabad

Drwving 1o the concerted advocacy
elforts of civil society organisa-
tons and persuasion of the Min-
istry of Populatinon Welfare, Pak-
istzn has finally endorsed the Ma-
ternal Maortality & Human Rights
Resolution in the UN Human
Righits Couneil (HREC.

Acoording to a press statement
msned by World Population Foun-
dation (WTF), the United Mations
Human Rights Couneil in Geneva,
curing its | 1th regular session,
adopted a landmark resolution on
"Proventable Maternal Mortality &
Morhidity and Human Rights' with-
oul using the voting option,

I this resolution, grvernments
expressed grave concern over the
unaceeptably high rates of mater-
mal mortality ang morbidity, ae-
knewledged that this is a human
rights issue and eommitted to en-
hance their efforts at national and
international level to protect Lhe
livies of wormen and girls world-
wicle, Crver 70O UN member states
co-sponsored this resolution, bed
by Clolombis and New Zealand,

It is estimated that every 30
minutes, one Pakistani womian
loses ber life due to reprodictive
health complications (hal leads (o
A76 mavernal deachs per 100, R0
births, Most ol these deaths are
preseitabile.

Oy Mareh 16, around 84 gov.
eroments in A joint statement, de
livered to the TN Human Rights
Conmed], reaffirmed thelr comimit-
ment to addressing the issue of -
ternal mortalicy as & human nghts
issue and called upon the Couneil

issue.

Lo Lake decisive action % e
gard. :

The statement that Tolloses the
first debate that the Coungilheld
om this bopic in June 2008 @hﬁ{rl.ri_hﬂt
the magnitude of the protifée calls
for the renewal of political will to
address it, The resolution estab-

lishes poverty a5 a coniributing

factor in many deaths and, a¢cord-
ingly, recognises the need '}trn':‘.'ﬁnnn-
nerships on  maternal fealth
throngh  developmend q.ro-
grammes, dialogues, integaastonal
cooperation and tfi:huig;nul?.q;fdiﬂ—
tance, At the same timegifalso
recognises the need for all states to
respect their human rights obliga-
Linns, aaean |
To start up with, the Hitnan
Rights Council has beenaljiiikl to
contribute to existing effos by
identifving the human rights ili-
mensions of preventable matermal
mortality and morbicitysamed re-
viewing information on diserimina-
tion in the provision of and geeess
to healtheare for women gl fheie
right to decide freely and responsi-
bly on the nurnber and spacing of
their children. The state g alsa
reuiests HRC o include sibitién in
decision-making abou | -seeerjinl
health, inchuding decisiogs on {he
design of loeal healtheaf®3necha-
nisms, and Lo recognige wotmen's
right to skilled profossional gare
Desfoare, churiegs ancd ol ver pli,#l'l,',\i‘u.'y
and childbirth, AN
For the tast one month, civil e
clety organisations, espgeially the
World  Population  Foyngation
(WPF) a8 part of its Safe Witier-
b Campadgn, had been engiged
in an advocaey ¢lTon 1HI!L|4',~;3}:]I!I.R-
[stan endorse the I‘l.'.wlll_tgq.'”..,;_-,



The Nation , June 17, 2009

Nation
Published: June 17, 2009

ISLAMABAD - As part of its Safe Motherhood Campaign, the World Population
Foundation (WPF) Pakistan has appealed to the government to endorse the
Maternal Mortality and Human Rights resolution during the ongoing session of the
United Nations Human Rights Council.

“The resolution has so far been co-sponsored by 40 countries, including Turkey
and Sri Lanka and will be put forth for final adoption on June 18, 2009,” said a
press release issued by World Population Foundation, Pakistan.

“Pakistan’s stance towards this resolution appears rather mind boggling, especially
in view of its alarmingly high Maternal Mortality Rate (276 maternal deaths per
100,000 births,” the press release added.

Moreover, supporting the resolution will not only help Pakistan to achieve the
Millennium Development Goal (MDG) 5 (on Maternal Mortality) but will
complement two other MDGs, including Goal 3 (on Gender Equality) and Goal 4
(Child Health).

However, despite ongoing efforts, Pakistan has shown itself to be a regressive
participant seeking to eliminate most references to human rights within the draft
resolution.

Previously, Pakistan had proposed to eliminate references to human rights and had
also reserved its position on certain paragraphs that represented the main thrust of
the resolution - that Maternal Mortality is a human rights issue and should be
treated as such.

Moreover, the Human Rights Council has a role to play in ensuring that the Human
Rights dimension is there in international approaches to maternal mortality. In a
more recent disturbing development, Pakistan figures among the frontline nations
(Egypt and Indonesia being the other two) that have threatened to make
amendments, to the current draft of the Resolution - either written ones or oral -
once it is presented to the plenary on Thursday

With very little time remaining before the resolution is put forward for adoption,
WPF and civil society Organisations appeal to the government to come forward
and contribute to the existing efforts by endorsing the resolution on 18 June 2009.

This is the link: http://www.nation.com.pk/pakistan-news-newspaper-daily-
english-online/Regional/lslamabad/17-Jun-2009/Need-to-endorse-maternal-
mortality-resolution-urged

The News International, June 19, 2009
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Civil society hails
adoption of resolution
on maternal mortality

18 =5Yih

Haﬂuad Hlmllll
Islamabad

Civil saciety has welcomed the
adoption of the resolution on
‘Preventable Maternal Mortality
| & Maorbidity and Human Rights®
without a vote by the Human
Rights Council in its eleventh
regular session in Geneva on
Wednesday

It is being dubbed as o big
achievement of civil sociely of
Paklstan, as the initial Foreign
ETice attitude was different. For
it, the resolution was reportedly
eaxngidered as a development and
not human rights issuae.

Pakistan is also the coordina-
" tor of the OIC group in this re-
gard, Some of the Islamic coun-
Iries inclading Pakistan were ear-
lier averse to the resolution, but
than civil society moved into ac-
tion and persuaded Shahnaz
Wazir Ali, adviser to the prime
minister and a senior human
rights activist, and Federal Minis-
ter for Population Welfare D, Fir-
| dous Ashiq Awan, who wrote let-
ters to the concerned quaners in
this regard,

Talking to an HRCP represen-
tative, the director-general ha-
man rights in the Minstry of For-
eign Affairs here earlier is said to
have agreed on developing a con-
sensus and adopting the resolu-
tion without a vole,

T . .

Gaoing I'ur & VoLl wmlld Imw
been an embarrassing situation
for the progressive government
of Pakistan Peaple’s Party, which
always stood for human righes
and democracy in the past. It
would alse have tarnished the im-
age of OIC members about their
human rights concerns.

The governmenis in the reso-
lution expressing grave concern
over the unaceeptably high rates
of maternal maortality and maor-

bidity, acknowledged that this is |

a human rights issue and com-
mitted Lo enhance their effors af
the national and international lew-
els to protect the lives of women
and girls worldwide.

Over T UN members led by
Colombia and New Zealand co-
spansored this resolution. Chile
and Egvpt took the floor after the
resolution was presented to UN
Human Rights Council and high-
lighted the significance of the
resalution and recognised the
maternal health, as o fundamen-
tal human right.

Finally Pakistan playved an im-
portant role o build a consensus,
as an OIC coordinator in the last
minute and a civil society repre-
sentative talking to “The News'
acknowledged the efforts of Pak-
istani delegation.

She also thanked Dr. Firdous
Ashig Awan for pushing the
agenda alead.

—_—
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AHRCI1LL 16Fev.1

16 Tume 2009
Origimal: EMGLISH
HUMAN BIGHTS COUNCIL
Elsventh session
Agenda item 3

FROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF ALT HUMAN EIGHTS, CTVIL,
POLITICAL, ECONOMIC, 50CTAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS,
INCLUDING THE EIGHT TO DEVELOPAENT

Amstralia®, Anstria®, Belgium*, Bolivia (Flurinational State of), Bramzil
Bulgaria*, Canada, Chile, Colombia®, Congo®, Croafia®, Cyprus®,
Czech Repuoblic*, Demmark®, Dominican Eepublic®, Ecuador®, Estomia*,
Finland*, France, Cermany, Greece®, Guatemala®, Hondoras*, Ireland®,
Izrael®, Ttaly, Liechtenstein®, Lithmania®, Lozembourg®, Maldives*, Mali*,
Aalta*, Mexico, Monaco®, Nepal®, Netherland:, New Zealand*, Nicarazua,
Norway®, Panama®, Pern®, Foland *, Fortogal®, Bomania*, Ewanda®,
Slovenia, Spain®, Sri Lanka®, Sweden*, Switzerland, Thailand*®, Turkey*,
Tloraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Morthern Ireland,

United States of America®, Urngnay: revised drafi resolotion

11/... Freventable maternal mortality and morbidity and buman rights

Ragffirming the Beijing Declaraton and Platform for Action, the Programume of Acton of
the International Conference on Population and Development and their Beview Confersnces and
the targets and comnntments regarding the reduction of matermal mortality and miversal access
to reproductive health inchoding these contamed in the 2000 Millenniom Declaration
(General Assembly resolution 55/7) and the 2005 World Suwmmit Catcome (General A ssembly
resohafion &0/1),

* Moo-member State of the Homan Fights Council

GE (8-
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page2

Reqffirming alzo the Millennimm Development Groals, in partioular the Goals on improving
maternal hezlth, promoting gender equality and empowenng women, redocing child snd infant
mortality and the development of a global parmership,"

Rocalling the oblizatons of States parties to the Convention on the Eliminaton of All
Forms of Discrimination sgainst Women  the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the
Coovention oa the Bighis of Persons with Dizabilities, the Infernational Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Facisl Discrimination, the International Covensnt on Civil and
Politcal Fights, the Internatonal Covenant on Economic, Social and Culnral Fights and the
Coovention on the Protection of the Rights of All Mizrant Workers and Their Families,

Camvinced that meressed politcal will and commitment, cooperation and technical
assistance aif the miemations] and nafonal levels are weently required to reduce the
maccepiably high zlobal e of preventable maternal mortality snd morbidity,

Recognizing the leading role of the World Health Organization in maternal health and the
work under the annual World Health Aszembly agenda item on the monitoring of the
achievement of the health-ralared Millennnm Development Goals,

Recosmizing alo that the unacceptably high global rate of preventsble matemal moetality
and morbidity is a health development and humsan rights challenge and that a bumsn ights
analyzis of preventable matemal mortality and merbidity and the integration of 3 nmsn rights
perspeciive in intsrnationsl snd natonal responses to matemal mortality and merbidity could
coniriiare posidvely to the common goal of reducing this rate, with 3 view to eliminatng
preventable matemsl mortality and morbidity,

Felcoming the onzoing efforts of the United Nations human rights treaty bodies to
highlight the human rights aspects of preventable matemnal mortality and morbidiry, including
those of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, the Humen Fights
Committes. the Conmittes on the Rishts of the Child, the Committes on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights, and of the special procedures, in particular those described in the report of the

! Millennnm Development Goals 5, 3, 4 and 8 respectively.
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Special Bapporieur on the nght of everyone to the enjoyment of the hizhest attamable standard
of physical and mental heslth (AG1/338),

Recognizing that the Couneil has a constructive role to play in mising swareness of the
Imumem rights aspects of the unacceptably high global rate of maternal mortality and morbidity
and in supporing, promoting nd enhancing exisine natonal and intematenal efforts 1o reduce
this rate,

FFalcommyg ifs inifiatve to hold an meeractve dialogwe at its eighth regular session on
maternz] momality and the human righss of women on 5 Time 2008,

Recognizing that preventable matemal mortality and morbidity affects women and their
families in all regions and ooltures, and that it is exacerbated by factors such as poverty, gendsr
inequality. agze and mmiltple formms of discriminaton, & well 2 factors such as lack of access
adequate heslth frilities and technology, and lack of infrasmmcnire,

1. Expresres grave concerm 31 the unacceptsbly hizh global rate of preventables maternal
mortality and morbidity, noting in this regard thar the World Health Organization has aszessed
that over 1 500 women and givls die every day as a result of preventable complications coonrming
before, during and after presmancy and childbirth and that, globally, matemnal mortality is the
leading cause of death amons women and of girls of reproductive age;

2. Recogmizer that most mstances of maternal mortality and morbidity are preventable,
and that preventable maternal mortality snd morbidity 1= 8 bealth. development and lwman nights
challenze that slso requires the effective promotion and protection of the homan righis of women
and girls, in pardoalar their ghts to life, to be equal n dignity, to education, to be free to seak,
receive and impart informaton to enjoy the benefis of scentific progress, to Teedom fom
discrimination, and to enjoy the highest attamable standard of physical and ments] health,
inchading seemeal and reproductive heslth;

3. Feguesrs all States to renew their polifical commioment to eliminating preventable
misternal momality and morbidity at the local, natons], regional and internations] levels, and o
redouirle their efforts to ensure the foll and efactve implementaten of their iman rights
ohlizations, the Beijing Declaration and Pladform for Action, the International Conference fior
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Population Development Programme of Action and their review conferences, and the
Iilennimmn Declaration and the Millemminm Development Goals, in particalar the Goals on
improving maternal heslth snd promoting gender equality and empowering women * inchuding
thronzh the allocaton of necessary domestc resounces o health systems;

4. Alo reguests States to give renewed enphasis to matemal mortality and morbidiny
inifstives in their development parmerships and cooperation arraneements, mclading throngh
honouring existing conumitments and considering new conumitments, and the exchange of
effective practices and techmical assistance to strensthen natonsl capacites, as well as o
infegrate & bumsn rights perspective mbe such mitiatdves, addressing the mpact that
discrimination agamst women has on matemal momality and morbidity;

5.  Encouragger States and other relevant stakeholdars, incloding nadonsl hman rights
instmibons and non-governmental organizations, o Zve ncreased aftention and resources to
preventable matemal mortality snd morbidity in their engagement with the Unitved Madons
homan nghts system including with the nman rights meaty bodies, the universal perodic

6. Regquests the Office of the United Mations High Commissioner for Huomsan Rights o
prepare a thematic study oo preventable materns]l mortality and morbidity and boman rghis, in
consultation with States, the World Health Organization, the United Matons Population Fund
the United Matons Children’s Fund and the World Bank, and all other relevant stakeholders, and
Tequests that the smdy include identficaton of the human rights dimensions of preventshle
matemal mortality and morbidity in the exdsting intemations] lezal framework; an overview of
inifztives and activities within the United Watons system to address 2]l canses of preventable
matemal mortality snd morbidity; identfication of how the Council can add value to exdsting
initistives through & iman rights analysis, ncluding efforts to achieve the Millemmiom
Development Goal on improving matemal health”, and recommended options Sor better

* Millennium Development Goals 5 and 3.

4 Millennitm Dieveloprment Goal 5.



